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IOWA’S PHEASANT NUMBERS UP: GOOD NEWS FOR HUNTERS

BOONE – Iowa pheasant hunters can expect to find more roosters in the field this
fall versus last year.  Overall, Iowa’s pheasant population increased 19 percent over 2004
and hunters can potentially harvest more than 900,000 birds.

The estimates are based on the August Roadside Survey, which is conducted by
Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) wildlife staff and conservation officers.
The staff drives more than 200 30-mile routes on the same gravel roads each year during
the first two weeks in August and record the number of pheasants, quail, partridge,
cottontail and jack rabbits.  Combining all routes statewide, DNR staff counted 36 birds
per route, up from 30 birds per route last year.  The 10-year average is 35 birds per route.

Areas with higher pheasant counts came from the northwest two-thirds of the
state.  The southeast third had similar counts to 2004.  The southeast region faced a
severe drought during the spring and summer, which is likely the cause for lower
pheasant numbers.  But there were some pockets of good pheasant numbers in east
central and southwest Iowa.

The increase in the pheasant and other wildlife counts can be traced to the fairly
mild 2004 – 05 winter, said Todd Bogenschutz, DNR upland wildlife biologist.  “The
lack of snow means we had good over-winter survival of our hens.  The more hens
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combined with good weather during nesting is responsible for this year’s increase in
pheasant numbers,” Bogenschutz said.

The survey found the same number of bobwhite quail as in 2004.  The best quail
hunting will again be in the southern two tiers of Iowa counties.  Gray partridge numbers
increased 41 percent, with the best areas in northwest and central Iowa, and good
numbers in north central Iowa.

Iowa’s cottontail population is lower than last year, but remain near the long-term
averages.  Hunters should find very good rabbit populations in south central and
southwest Iowa.

This is the second season upland hunters are required to wear one external piece
of blaze orange clothing, of which at least 50 percent of the surface is solid in blaze
orange color, while hunting.  Items that may be worn include a hat, cap, coat, vest, jacket,
sweatshirt, sweater, shirt or coveralls. Upland is defined as pheasant, quail, cottontail,
jackrabbit, ruffed grouse and woodcock.  It does not include rails, snipe, crows or turkey.

The complete survey is available on the Iowa DNR’s website
www.iowadnr.com/wildlife.

For more information, contact Bogenschutz at 515-432-2823.

###

BONUS GOOSE HUNT BRINGS MIXED RESULTS
By Lowell Washburn
Iowa Department of Natural Resources

CLEAR LAKE--Unseasonably warm, humid, and windy.  Those words best
describe the weather conditions for last week's two-day, early Canada goose season.
Although people would have certainly preferred milder temperatures for the kick-off of
this year's waterfowl season, most of the hunters who ventured afield were rewarded by
finding good numbers of locally reared honkers.  Success ranged from fair to excellent
depending on where you hunted.

"I think that in northern Iowa people seemed to be more spread out this year
which significantly reduced hunting pressure," said DNR Waterfowl Biologist, Guy
Zenner.

"This was the first time that our two-day, September goose season was expanded
to include the entire state, and people from central and southern Iowa may have stayed in
their home areas to hunt."



"From what I'm hearing, overall hunter success was somewhat hit or miss," said
Ducks Unlimited Senior Field Director, Rock Bridges.  "I've talked to people who hunted
in places like northern Iowa, Boone, and Cedar Falls.  The stories were pretty much the
same -- good success on Saturday, but poorer success on Sunday.

"I think a person needed to go to where the geese had been [used to] feeding to do
the best," said Bridges.  "It seemed like the geese were just making short trips out to feed
and then going right back to the water.  The geese weren't very noisy and they just
weren't moving around much.  The heat didn't help."

But in spite of the unseasonably warm temps, there were still plenty of benefits
associated with the early, two-day goose hunt, says Bridges.  The bonus season provided
ample opportunities for Iowans to get into the field, and there appears to have been a
good hunter turnout statewide.  With more hunters spread out over a greater geographic
area, there may also have been less impact on specific goose flocks -- particularly in
north central Iowa.  Reduced mortality on local flocks now will mean better goose
hunting opportunities later in the season.

###

Heading for Mexico

PHOTO: A flock of migrating blue-winged teal scorch their way across a north Iowa
wetland as they head toward the southern wintering grounds.  In Iowa's North Zone the
first, five-day segment of this year's split duck season begins Saturday, Sept. 17.  DNR
wildlife biologists are predicting that hunters will encounter good numbers of teal, wood
ducks, and mallards.  Biologists have reported peak numbers of blue-winged teal passing
through the state during the past 10 days.  Although water levels have receded on many
northern Iowa wetlands, most marsh areas are still hosting good to excellent numbers of
these tiny, web-footed speedsters. [Photo by Lowell Washburn]

###

CARTER LAKE SET FOR VOLUNTEER EVENT SATURDAY

CARTER LAKE — An estimated 150 volunteers will converge on Carter Lake,
Sept. 17, to help improve the lake as part of a volunteer cleanup effort.

Carter Lake, near Omaha, Neb., has suffered from dumping and dangerously low
water levels for years, said Steve Wilbur, President of Shoals Homeowners Association,
one of the effort’s sponsors. Saturday’s cleanup will be the first step towards restoring the
lake, he said.



Volunteers are invited to remove refuse from the lake and help with other cleanup
needs. The event begins at 8 a.m. at Mayberry Park (1701 Willow Dr., Carter Lake,
Iowa).

Participants can join 4-hour shifts either in the morning or evening (or both).
Volunteers will form 5 to 6 member teams that will then walk the lake’s shores and load
garbage onto canoes and flat-bottomed boats. Jet skis will then tow the boats to various
collection points. Organizers also need volunteers to help sort trash after the event.

Carter Lake cleanup organizers will serve breakfast, lunch and dinner to
participants and will provide canoes, trash bags and rubber gloves. Volunteers should
wear leather gloves if they have them, appropriate clothing and sturdy, closed end shoes.
The workday will conclude with entertainment and a prize drawing – including hotel
stays, meals and golf passes donated by local businesses.

Area homeowners associations and other groups organized the cleanup, with the
help of the Iowa DNR’s Keepers of the Land volunteer program. Keepers of the Land
provided consultation and technical assistance with waste management, volunteer
recruitment and recognition, sponsorship and publicity. The volunteer program offers
similar help to other efforts statewide.

For more information, contact Steven Wilbur at (712) 847-0847 or at
sswilbur1@aol.com or Jeanne Eibes at (712) 347-6455.

###

PARKS REMAIN POPULAR AFTER LABOR DAY WEEKEND
By Joe Wilkinson
Iowa Department of Natural Resources

For some, it’s the dark damp caves.  Others come for the fall colors.  Horsemen—
and women—saddle up to take advantage of cooler weather.  Others come out when the
fishing gets hot.

With September, the summer season closes in Iowa’s state parks.  The beaches,
campgrounds and boat rentals will be pretty lonely places, now that school is back in
session and temperatures are beginning to cool.  For many outdoor enthusiasts, though,
their park season is just getting underway.

“I was out on the trail (Wednesday) and probably passed 20 walkers and
bicyclists,” notes Lake Macbride state park ranger Gwen Prentice.  “The wildlife viewing
is great, too. The migrating pelicans are around and are fun to watch.”  The trail along the
north shore of Macbride caters to joggers and bikers in warmer months, snowmobiles and



more joggers and hikers in the winter.  Linking to Solon, five miles to the east, it stays
busy serving two destinations. Most other parks offer ‘only’ interior trails...though they
feel the tread of a lot of feet and tires, too.

Blufftop viewing, equestrian facilities and other features attract cooler weather
park users.  Thousands of people crowd into Fort Atkinson for the 1840s era rendezvous
on the fourth weekend in September. Lacey-Keosaqua State Park hosts its Forest Crafts
Festival the second full weekend in October.  Other state parks host one-day events, fun
runs and heritage observances through autumn.

It’s no coincidence that many of them coincide with the fall colors.  “We get
really busy, typically in that first and second weekend in October,” agrees Jerry
Reissinger, northeast district parks supervisor for the DNR.  “At Pike’s Peak (near
Macgregor), we’re directing traffic on Saturdays and Sundays, it’s so crowded.”

Better weather through the summer months meant more camping through the
hottest part of the year.  For many who want to avoid the crowds, though, fall camping
fills the bill.  A bigger question mark than the weather, though, may be gas prices.  “I was
at Maquoketa Caves over Labor Day weekend,” notes Reissinger.  “We didn’t see as
many Illinois license plates coming through. Attendance was down, over the same
weekend a year ago. We did, though, notice a lot more motorcycle traffic than usual.
Usually, when gas prices go up, we tend to see an increase in park use, though; people
staying closer to home.”  To check on individual park festivals go to www.iowadnr.com
and click on ‘state parks.’

“The gas price spike and Hurricane Katrina seem to have spooked some people,”
acknowledges southeast parks supervisor Tom Basten.  “Some of our (Labor Day
campgrounds) that were full last year, were not this year.  I still expect use to even out.
That Des Moines family might not drive all the way to Lake Darling in southeast Iowa,
but they’ll probably head to Big Creek, closer to home.”

Fall fishing is a magnet for many anglers.  Cooling water temperatures trigger a
feeding binge by most fish species.  “Our boat motor size restriction goes off now. That’ll
bring more anglers to the lake,” predicts Prentice, at Macbride.  “Any size motors are
allowed, as long as they operate at ‘no wake’ speed.”

At the Mines of Spain, on the edge of Dubuque, the crowds start coming, as
September hits.  With its E.B. Lyons nature center, it’s a big draw for school groups and
families.  “A typical trip is looking at the animals inside,” admits Hilarie Vail, of
Dubuque as she, her husband and three kids wrapped up a midweek visit, a few days ago.
“It’s exciting every time. There’s picture coloring, a little puppet show and maybe a short
walk on the trail.”

“Our emphasis is interpretation,” explains Mines of Spain ranger Wayne
Buchholz.  “With kids back in school, our season really gets going with field trips and
youth groups.”  Buchholz says the topic might be the pioneer Junkerman farm, on the



area. It might go back to the lead mining forays of Julien Dubuque....or examine the
prehistoric native settlement that was on the bluffs above Catfish Creek and the
Mississippi River.  Those draws mean the interpretative center stays open year round
(though closed on winter weekends).

The summer crowds may get most of the attention. However, with 14 million
state park visits a year in Iowa, it’s a 12-month season.

###

A FEW DAYS LEFT TO REGISTER FOR UPPER IOWA CLEANUP

CRESCO — A caravan of canoeists will snake through the Upper Iowa River,
hauling trash from the water during the Fourth Annual Upper Iowa River Cleanup on
Saturday, Sept. 24.

Those interested in volunteering must pre-register by Sept. 17. Contact Deb Keefe
at 877-787-2267 or keefe@earthlink.net. The day will begin with breakfast at 8 a.m.,
Saturday at the Chimney Rock Canoe Rental and Campground (3312 Chimney Rock
Road, Cresco).

Every year since 2002, volunteers have traveled the Upper Iowa River between
Kendalville and Bluffton for a weekend cleanup. Participants spend a day on the water,
pulling everything from pop-cans to car parts out of the water.

Last year, 75 volunteers retrieved roughly1300 pounds of garbage. The program
has grown every year since its first outing, when 20 people participated. Organizers
expect at least 100 volunteers this year.

Cleanup participants will receive breakfast and lunch on Saturday and free
camping both Friday and Saturday nights. Canoe use is free during the event. Participants
should wear “work” clothing, closed-end shoes and heavy-duty gloves. Insect repellant
and sunscreen are advised.

The program includes a potluck dinner Saturday night — participants should
bring a meal item and reusable dinnerware. Local businesses have also donated prizes for
a drawing that evening. This year, organizers plan to offer two shorter (3-hour) and two
longer (5-hour) floating options. Improving upon last year’s program, organizers will
place signs along the route and position support staff at every pick-up and drop-off point.

Representatives from various sponsoring natural resources groups (including the
Iowa DNR, Northeast Iowa Resource Conservation and Development and the Iowa
Natural Heritage Foundation) will give short educational presentations Saturday evening.



For more information, contact Richard Kittelson at (563) 864-7112 or at
kittelson@netins.net

###

IOWA FISHING REPORT
For the week of September 13, 2005

www.iowadnr.com
For current information on fishing conditions for your lake or area, contact

the office in that district. Phone numbers are listed with each district report.

Northeast
Mississippi River Pools 9 to 15: The Mississippi River is stable at 604 feet in

Guttenberg.  Water level at Bellevue is 4.2 feet and dropping, with a water temperature of
76 degrees.  Fishing on the river is very good right now.

Walleye and sauger angling in Minnesota Slough (Pool 9) is beginning to pick up.
Fish the wing dams in Pools 9 to 11 and the deep water bends in the running sloughs.

Bluegill fishing has been good in Pools 9 to 15.  Concentrate around wood or
rock structure or along vegetation in the backwaters and running sloughs and suspend a
piece of night crawler 4 to 5 feet below the surface.  Near shore, fish along the rocks
bordering the main channel and drift a piece of worm a foot or two below a bobber for
bluegills.  Float a piece of night crawler on the bottom next to the wing dams, but move if
you don’t get a bite within 15 minutes.

Crappie fishing is fair to good in Pools 9 to 15 fishing along weed beds or next to
rocky shorelines on the main channel border.  Crappies are also often associated with
woody structure, so cast a piece of night crawler or use a bobber and suspend a minnow 3
to 5 feet below the surface next to submerged brush.

Fishing for freshwater drum (sheephead) has been good in Pools 12 to 15.  Use a
night crawler fished on the bottom in front of wing dams.  Move until you find fish.

Channel catfish fishing has been excellent in Pools 12 to 15.  Anglers are using
stink bait and night crawlers fished along the face of the wing dams or in the deep water
behind the outside edges of the wing dams.  When fishing for catfish, be ready to move if
you don’t have a bite within the first 15 minutes.

Smallmouth bass fishing is very good on the wing dams in Pools 9-11.  Try
fishing a surface lure in the late evening for big smallmouth bass.

Fishing for largemouth bass in Pools 12 to 15 has been good using top-water
lures, spinner baits and crankbaits fished around rocky shorelines in out-of-current areas
or the main channel border in areas with less current.  Bass are also being taken in
vegetated areas in the backwaters using top-water lures and spinner baits.

Northern pike fishing is good in Pools 9 and 10.  Try trolling Minnesota Slough
(Pool 9) or the backwaters of Pool 10 for pike.



Cedar and Shell Rock rivers (Bremer and Black Hawk): Channel catfish are
being caught on a variety of baits including chicken liver, night crawlers, prepared baits
(stink baits), or leeches drifted over the riffle areas.

Maquoketa River (Delaware and Jones): Smallmouth bass fishing is good on
crankbaits or twister tails.

Turkey River (Fayette and Clayton): Fishing is excellent for smallmouth bass on
crankbaits and jigs.  Walleye fishing is excellent below Elkader using night crawlers.

Upper Iowa River (Howard, Winneshiek and Allamakee): Fishing is good for
smallmouth bass and walleye on live baits, crankbaits and jigs.  Fish the deeper holes for
walleye.

Big Woods Lake (Black Hawk): Anglers are catching crappies fishing small
(1/32 ounce) jigs during the late evening hours.

Lake Delhi (Delaware): Bluegill fishing is good using worms fished around
snags.  Crappie fishing is good in near the dam.  Fish a worm or minnow 9 feet below the
surface for crappies.

Lake Meyer (Winneshiek): Bluegill fishing is good on a piece of night crawler
fished under a bobber next to structure.

South Prairie Lake (Black Hawk): Fishing is fair for channel catfish using
prepared baits or night crawlers.

Volga Lake (Fayette): Anglers are catching bluegills drifting a piece of crawler
on the north side of the lake.

Trout Streams:  There are many excellent trout streams to fish in September,
including Little Paint, Glovers, Bloody Run, Trout Run, Twin Springs and the Turkey
River.  These streams are stocked regularly and flow through easily accessible park-like
settings making it easy for all to enjoy.  To find out specific dates for announced stream
stockings on these and other unique trout streams, call the trout stocking hotline or go to
the web page listed below.

For current trout stocking information, contact the Iowa DNR at 563-927-5736 or
go on-line at www.iowadnr.com and check the fisheries web pages to view the 2005
stocking calendar.

For information on fishing in northeast Iowa, call the regional office in
Manchester at 563-927-3276.

Northwest
Spirit Lake (Dickinson): Walleyes are being caught at the North Grade on

leeches or minnows.  A few walleyes are also being caught trolling spinners with leeches
on the main lake. A few largemouth bass are being caught in shallow water. Look for bait
fish around docks and other cover with shade.

West Okoboji Lake (Dickinson): A few walleyes being caught drifting with
night crawlers from Pillsbury Point to Fort Dodge Point. A few smallmouth bass are
being caught on the tubes from Pillsbury to Fort Dodge Point.

Willow Creek (Osceola): Fishing is fair for largemouth bass using plastic worms.
Ocheyedan Pits (Osceola): Small largemouth bass and small bluegills are being

caught around the shoreline using night crawlers.



Black Hawk Lake (Sac): Fishing for channel catfish is very good all over the
lake using various baits.  Crappie fishing is good in Town Bay.  Yellow bass fishing is
good.  The best technique for yellow bass is to fish into the wind.

North Twin Lake (Calhoun): Anglers are catching yellow bass and bluegills on
small leadheads tipped with a crawdad tail.  Channel catfish fishing is good.

Crawford Creek (Ida): Fishing is good for medium sized bluegills, and is good
for 9 to 10-inch crappies.

Brushy Creek (Webster): Bluegill fishing is fair.  Suspend a worm about a foot
off the bottom.  Overall fishing is slow.

Clear Lake (Cerro Gordo): Yellow bass are hitting on night crawlers and small
minnows.  Fish the deep water around the Island and Dodge’s Point.

Beeds Lake (Franklin): Anglers are catching 7 to 10-inch crappies by fishing near
the causeway or by trolling slowly with a jig and minnow.

Crystal Lake (Hancock): Channel catfish are hitting on stink bait and chicken
liver.  Fishing in the evening to early morning hours produces the best action.

Lake Cornelia (Wright): Yellow perch are hitting small jigs or minnows from
shore. Channel catfish are hitting on liver, night crawlers and stink bait.

For more information on fishing in northwest Iowa, call the regional office in
Spirit Lake at 712-336-1840.

Southwest
Don Williams (Boone): Channel catfish fishing has been good using chicken

liver and night crawlers.  Bluegill fishing has been good on worms.  Anglers have been
picking up crappies using jigs.

Hickory Grove (Story): Bluegill fishing has been fair with worms.  Crappie
fishing has been slow.  Largemouth bass fishing has been fair during the early morning
hours in deeper water.  Channel catfish fishing has been good using chicken liver, with
the best fishing in the early morning or evening.

Rock Creek (Jasper): Channel catfish fishing has been fair on worms and/or
chicken liver.  Largemouth bass have been biting on top-water lures.

Big Creek (Polk): Bluegill fishing has been good to excellent using worms.
Channel catfish fishing has been good, particularly at night.

Easter Lake (Polk): Channel catfish fishing has been fair to good using worms
and/or chicken liver.  Crappie fishing has been slow.  Bluegill fishing has been fair using
worms and bobbers.  Largemouth bass fishing, particularly for smaller bass, has been
good.

Saylorville Lake (Polk): White bass fishing has been good in various areas of the
lake. Walleye fishing has been slow to fair, particularly in the Cherry Glen area.  Channel
catfish fishing has been good to excellent with the best areas north of the mile-long
bridge.

Below Saylorville Dam (Polk): White bass/wiper fishing has been good using top
water lures, jigs and/or minnows.  Walleye fishing has slowed, although a few fish are
still being taken.   Channel catfish fishing has been good to excellent from Saylorville
dam to Cottonwood.

Lake Red Rock (Marion): White bass fishing has been slow.  Channel catfish
fishing has been fair using traditional baits, with the better areas in the upper portions of



the reservoir.  Crappie fishing has been slow, although some nice sized fish are being
taken with jigs and minnows.  

Below Lake Red Rock (Marion): Anglers report white bass fishing has been
good using jigs and jigs and minnows in the tailwater area.  Channel catfish fishing has
been slow to fair with some nice fish being caught.

Roberts Creek (Marion):  Channel catfish fishing has been fair near the outlet
using chicken liver or other traditional baits.

Lake Ahquabi (Warren): Bluegill and redear fishing has been fair to good with
most fish taken on worms and wax worms.  Channel catfish fishing has been good using
chicken liver, night crawlers and stink bait.  Largemouth bass fishing has been good
using plastic worms and spinner lures, although most have been sub-legal.

Hooper Lake (Warren): Channel catfish fishing has been fair using chicken liver
and stink bait.  Largemouth bass fishing has been slow using plastic worms and spinner
lures.  Bluegill fishing has been slow using worms and bobbers around structure.

Green Valley (Union): Some bluegill and crappie are being caught around the
deeper tree piles and stake beds.

Little River (Decatur): Crappies are being caught by drifting across the old creek
channel and over the flooded trees, while fishing about 10 feet below the surface.

Three Mile (Union): Channel catfish can be caught on liver and night crawlers in
the bays on the outside of the weed line.  Bluegill fishing is fair using night crawlers on
the outside of the weed line or around the flooded trees.  Some crappies are being caught
from the flooded trees on about 6 to 10 feet of water.

Fogle (Ringgold):  Some bluegill and crappie are being caught from the flooded
trees about 8 feet down.  They can be caught in the mornings and evenings from the
jetties and on the outside of the weed lines.

Icaria (Adams): Channel catfish up to 1-½ pounds are being caught off the jetties.
Walleye up to 14 inches and bluegill up to 7 inches can be caught from the flooded cedar
trees.

Blockton (Taylor): Anglers are catching channel and flathead catfish, with some
fish up to 8 pounds.  Some largemouth bass can be caught from around the fallen trees
and steep drop-offs.

Grade (Clarke): Nice sized bluegills can be caught from the outside of the weed
lines and by drift fishing over the deeper vegetation.

Viking (Montgomery): Crappie fishing is fair using a small jig or minnow and
bobber in 6 to 8 feet of water around structure.  Largemouth bass fishing is good using
plastic baits with a slow retrieve.  Channel catfish are being caught using liver and stink
bait in early morning and late evening.  Reports of 8 to 10 pound fish are being caught.

Anita (Cass): Channel catfish fishing is good.  The lake is 5.5 foot low and boat
ramps are not quite useable.

Cold Springs (Cass): Channel catfish fishing is slow but a few are being caught
using liver in the evenings.  Crappie fishing is fair around sunken trees. Bluegills are
being caught with small jigs around structure.

Manawa (Pottawattamie): Channel catfish is fair using stink bait and liver on Boy
Scout Island and the west shore.  Walleyes have slowed but a few are being caught along
west and south shore in evening drifting night crawlers.



Orient (Adair): Fishing is slow for 7 to 8-inch crappies drifting jigs and minnows.
Channel catfish is good using liver early in morning and late afternoon.  Bluegills are
slow but are still being caught drifting night crawlers.

Mormon Trail (Adair): Channel catfish fishing is fair using liver or minnows in
the evening.  Bluegills are fair drifting jigs tipped with worms.  Largemouth bass are
being caught around structure.

Greenfield (Adair): Bluegill fishing is fair drifting a jig tipped with night crawler
and vertical jigging around sunken trees.  Largemouth bass fishing is fair using spinner
baits. Catfish is good using liver and dead minnows.

Meadow (Adair):  Fishing is fair for 8-inch bluegills using night crawlers around
sunken trees or by drifting a small jig tipped with night crawler.  Crappies are slow, but a
few are being caught with minnows and bobbers around sunken trees.

Littlefield (Audubon): Bluegill fishing is fair.  Try drifting a night crawler in 4 to
5 feet of water.  Crappie fishing is slow but some are still being caught using minnows
and bobbers.  Most crappies are 10 inches long.  Channel catfish fishing is fair using
prepared dip bait and liver in rocks close to shore.

Prairie Rose (Shelby): Flathead catfish are being caught using live bait.  Crappies
and bluegill are slow, but can still be caught along rocky shorelines.  Channel catfish are
being caught in evening using dead minnows or liver.  Largemouth bass fishing is fair
using crankbaits and plastic worms.

DeSoto Bend (Harrison): Walleye fishing is slow, but walleyes are being caught
jigging minnows around brush piles and trolling crankbaits in evening in 6 to 8 feet of
water.  Channel catfish are being caught using liver in evening.  Crappies are slow; try
fishing minnow and bobber around sunken trees.

Willow (Harrison): Bluegills are being caught using worms.  Channel catfish are
good being caught in the evening using liver.  Crappies are slow but a few are being
caught jigging minnows around trees.

For more information on fishing in southwest Iowa, call the regional office in
Lewis at 712-769-2587.

Southeast
Mississippi River Pools 16 to 19: Fishing on the Mississippi River Pools16 to 19

has been fair to good.  At the gauging station on Pool 16 (near Muscatine) the water
temperature is 73 degrees and the river pool stage is 11.52 feet and is expected to remain
stable over the next several days. Fishing for channel catfish continues to be good
throughout Pools 16 to 19 on night crawlers and dip baits. Look for channel catfish along
the rock bars and wing dams, side channels, near drift piles, and below the dams and
spillways.  Crappie fishing has been fair.  Anglers report catching crappies suspended
around brush piles in backwater areas and drift piles in the side channels.  Crappies are
being caught on slip bobber rigs tipped with minnows as well as jigs tipped with
minnows or wax worms.  Bluegill fishing has been fair.  On Pool 16 try near Credit
Island, Andalusia Island and in the side channels for bluegills and crappie.  In Pool 17 a
few bluegill and crappie are being caught in Big Timber and The Breaks areas, as well as
Hidden Acres.  On Pool 18 try Lake Odessa.  Anglers are still catching a few walleye
around the wing dams and near the GPC Plan on Pool 17 on jigs and minnows.  The best



fishing for walleye has been in the evening and nighttime hours.  The Big Timber area in
Pool 17 has been fair for largemouth bass.

Lake Darling (Washington): Catfishing remains the summer sport at Lake
Darling with the evening anglers having the best luck on chicken liver.

Lake Geode (Henry): Look deep for bluegills.  Fish are around the ledges in 10 to
13 feet of water.  Try trolling for crappies using a three-way swivel rig and a minnow.

Lake Belva Deer (Keokuk): Bluegills are suspended in 10 to 12 feet of water.
Ice fishing jigs and wax worms are catching them. Concentrate around trees near the
creek channel where the bass are hiding in the shade.

Lake Rathbun (Appanoose): Crappies have been hitting in deep water around
areas with underwater structure.  Channel catfish have been biting on liver and night
crawlers.

Lake Hawthorn (Mahaska): Channel catfish have been biting on night crawlers
and liver.  Crappies have been hitting on small jigs fished in deep-water areas.

Lake Sugema (Van Buren): Largemouth bass have been hitting on a variety of
artificial lures. Bluegills and crappies have been biting on small jigs.

Diamond Lake (Poweshiek): Lots of channel catfish are being caught here. Try
chicken liver or night crawlers around the rocky portions of the lake.   Newly added
riprap on the jetties will aid shore anglers.

Hannen Lake (Benton): Catfish continue to bite on a variety of smelly baits
especially following rains.  Bluegill anglers are having some success in the shallows on
small worms.

Lake Macbride (Johnson): Crappies are starting to bite on small jigs or minnows
over the brush piles in 10 feet of water.  Bluegills can be caught around the rocky
shorelines and shallow brush.

Coralville Reservoir (Johnson): White bass have been a good target for anglers
on the reservoir.  Try casting or trolling small crankbaits or lipless crankbaits around
rocky shorelines.

Kent Park (Johnson): Channel catfish are being caught on stink bait, with the
early and late hours producing best. Bluegills can be caught on worms around the rocks
and shallow structure.  Numerous small bass are being caught on a variety of baits and
lures.

For more information on fishing in southeast Iowa, call the regional office in
Brighton at 319-694-2430.

###


